s INRE

BEFORE THE TENNESSEE REGULATORY AUTHORITY

NASHVILLE TENNESSEE -
| August 28,2002

APPROVAL OF THE AMENDMENTTO ) DOCKET NO. 02-00609
 THE INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT (B
~_ BETWEEN BELLSOUTH )
~ TELECOMMUNICATIONS, INC.AND )
i ‘,E SPIRE COMMUNICATIONS INC. )
ORDER APPROVING

AMENDMENT TO THE INTERCONNECTION AGREEMENT

5 Thrs matter came before Dlrector Deborah Taylor Tate, Drrector Pat Mxller and Dlrector e

e - Ron Jones of the Tennessee Regulatory Authorrty (the “Authorlty’ ), the votmg panel as31gned to“‘ :"{, :

 this docket at a regularly scheduled Authorrty Conference held on July 23 2002 to consrder,"‘

L pursuant to 47 U. S C. § 252 the Petition for approval of the amendment to the 1nterconnecnon{y ' -

. agreement negotrated between BellSouth Telecommumcatmns, Inc and e sprre Communrcatrons, e

The ortgmal 1nterconnect10n agreement was ﬁled on August 21 2000 and was asmgned gy

T ‘Docket No 00-00741 The Authorlty approved the agreement at the November 7 2000 e

- Authorrty Conference The ﬁrst amendment to the agreement was ﬁled on July 19 2001 and .

e was a551gned Docket No 01-00635. The Authorrty approved the ﬁrst amendment at the‘ :’ |

- k September 25 2001 Authonty Conference The second amendment to. the 1nterconnectlon o

s ; ’agreement was ﬁled on May 6 2002 and was assrgned Docket No 02 00511 The Authonty': X




: approyed the second amendment ‘at the iuly 237 2002 AUthority ,Conferencet' The third " :

o amendment wh1ch is the subJect of this docket was ﬁled on May 23 2002.

- Based upon the rev1ew v of the amendment, the reeord in this matter, and the standards for.f: ‘

o rev1ew set forth in 47 U.S.C.§ 252 the Directors unammously granted the amendment and made e

o }the followmg ﬁndmgs and conclusrons

~l) s T he Authonty has Junsdrctlon over pubhc ut111t1es pursuant to Tenn Code Ann :

AigE ‘f§ 65-4-104

2 The amendment is in the public interest as it provides consumers with alternative
sources of telecommunications services within the BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc. service
area.

3)  The ‘amendment is not discriminatory to telecommunications serviceproviders S

i ', ,’ that are not parttes thereto

| . ‘4) i 47 US.C. § 252(e)(2)(A) prov1des that a state commission may reject a negotlated f s

‘agreement only 1f it “dlscrlrmnates agamst a telecommumcatlons carner not a party to the‘

- agreement” or 1f the 1mp1ementat1on of the agreement “1s not consistent wrth the pubhc mterest

g 'convemence or necess1ty » Unlike arbltrated agreements a state commission may not reject a

E : negotlated agreement on the grounds that the agreement faﬂs to meet the requlrements of ‘

47 U.S.C.‘ §§ 251 or 252(d)k.1 Thus, although the Authority ﬁnds_thatneither'gromd forrejeetion ; : k'

! See 47 U.S.C. § 252(e)(2)(B)(Supp. 2001).




of a negotlated agreement ex1sts '[hlS finding should not be construed to mean that the

Gl 'amendment is conS1stent wrth §§ 251 or 252(d) or, for that matter, prev1ous Authonty deelsrons

| 5)k * " No person or entrty has sought to 1ntervene in thrs docket
S 6)‘ The amendment 1s revrewable by the Authonty pursuant to 47 U. S C. § 252 and_'.b f L '

Tenn Code Ann § 65-4-104

L ’IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED THAT

, " The Petrtlon is granted and the thrrd amendment to the mtereonnectlon agreement,
negotrated between BellSouth Telecommumeatrons, Inc. and e. splre Communrcatlons, Inc is

approved and is subJect to the review of the Authorrty as provrded herein.

s ik

Deborah Taylor Tz&é Director

‘ %f\/hf /x/

Pat Mlller, Drrector




